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Chesapeake is an Algonquian word meaning ï¿½great shellfish bay,ï¿½ and for decades, the

oyster was the undisputed king of Chesapeake Bay shellfish. Early settlers reported them to be as

large as dinner plates, and the reefs or rocks in which they livedwere large enough to be hazards to

navigation. In 1884, fifteen million bushels of oysters were harvested and shipped around the world.

The skipjack was the perfect vessel for sailing into the Chesapeake Bayï¿½s shallow waters and

dredging for oysters, and each winter, hundreds of these wooden craft set out across the bayï¿½s

cold waters. The oyster population of the 21st century is a fraction of what it once was, and the

skipjacks have disappeared along with them. No longer economically viable, the boats have been

left to rot in the marshes along the bay. Only 25 boats are still operational, and fewer than five still

dredge.
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Maryland's Skipjacks--wonderful publication about a tradition that is really dying--literally-I know a

gentleman who built one of the last boats of this style--used to sail with him with my family when he



would ply the waters of the bays and rivers and have crab feasts aboard and enjoyed every minute

of it!

I enjoyed this book on the history of the sail boat skipjacks. I am building one and enjoy knowing the

history of the sail boat.

Great little bookwith alotof info about the Skipjacks and their role in the MD oystering industry. Great

background and alot of photos i had not seen before.
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